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would have to be applied under the circumstances just
described not inaccurately represents what is neces-
sary to be done in order to place the finances of India
in a sound position. For some years the Indian
Government has been living beyond its means. In
almost every direction too much money has been
spent; and those who have been responsible for this
expenditure seem too often to have forgotten that
India, instead of being one of the wealthiest, is one of
the poorest countries in the world. Page after page
might be filled with instances of reckless extrava-
gance. At one time a private irrigation company
with a capital of a million, the 100Z. shares of which
are unsaleable at the nominal quotation of 60Z., is
bought by the Indian Government at par, and in.
addition a large bonus is given to be distributed
among the officials of the company. At another time
175,000?. is expended in building and furnishing a
country house for the Governor of Bombay. It is no
exaggeration to say that it would not be one half so
mischievous to permit a million of English money to
be spent in building a mansion for an English minister.
It is quite within recent years that the Public Works
Department has assumed its present large proportions.
No care apparently has been taken to adjust tlie
supply of highly paid European officers in this de-
partment to the demand, and it is now admitted